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New Hampshire’s Vaccine Rollout





On April 2, vaccine was made available to 
all NH residents.

On April 19, vaccines became available to 
all people in NH regardless of residency.



COVID-19 Vaccine Basics



COVID-19 vaccination is a safer 
way to build protection
 Getting the virus that causes COVID-19 may 

offer some natural protection, known as an 
antibody or immune. But experts don’t know 
how long this protection lasts.

 The risk of severe illness and death from 
COVID-19 far outweighs any benefits of 
natural immunity.

 COVID-19 vaccination will help protect you by 
building immunity without the risk of severe 
illness.

 Over 245 million doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
were administered in the United States from 
December 14, 2020, through May 3, 2021.



Key facts about COVID-19 vaccination

Getting vaccinated 
can help prevent 
getting sick with 

COVID-19

People who have 
already gotten sick 

with COVID-19 
should still get 

vaccinated

COVID-19 vaccines 
cannot give you 

COVID-19

COVID-19 vaccines 
will not cause you to 

test positive on 
COVID-19 viral tests*

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/vaccine-myths.html

*https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/testing-overview.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/vaccine-myths.html
https:///
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/vaccine-myths.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/vaccine-myths.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/vaccine-myths.html


COVID-19 Vaccines: Key Messages
• Three currently authorized COVID-19 vaccines for use

• Moderna
• Pfizer
• Janssen (aka “Johnson & Johnson” or “J&J”)

• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) does 
NOT express a preference for one vaccine over another

• COVID-19 vaccines currently authorized for use are safe and 
effective



It is important for people to be 
vaccinated quickly and take the first 
available vaccine offered rather than 

wait to choose a vaccine.



COVID-19 Vaccine Safety



Is the COVID-19 Vaccine Safe?
• Safety of COVID-19 vaccines is a top 

priority.
• COVID-19 vaccines are being held to the 

same safety standards as all vaccines.
• The Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) carefully reviews all safety data 
from clinical trials

• FDA and CDC closely monitor vaccine 
safety and side effects



Ongoing Attention to Safety
• Clinical trial follow up 2 years
• After a vaccine is approved for use, many vaccine safety monitoring 

systems watch for adverse events (possible side effects)
• Monitoring systems that are used include

• Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
• Vaccine Safety Datalink (VSD)
• Clinical Immunization Safety Assessment (CISA)
• Biologics Effectiveness and Safety System (BEST)
• New: CDC’s v-safe text messaging program

• Monitoring results let us know that the COVID-19 vaccine is safe

https://vaers.hhs.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/vsd/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/cisa/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/safety-availability-biologics/cber-biologics-effectiveness-and-safety-best-system#:%7E:text=The%20Biologics%20Effectiveness%20and%20Safety%20%28BEST%29%20System%20was,and%20infrastructure%20to%20conduct%20surveillance%20and%20epidemiologic%20studies.


COVID-19 Vaccine Science



mRNA Vaccines: Moderna and Pfizer
• Moderna and Pfizer are mRNA vaccines
• These are two dose vaccines 
• They require extremely cold storage
• While this is the first licensed mRNA vaccine, mRNA vaccines have 

been studied for decades in vaccine trials for flu, Zika, and rabies
• No safety concerns identified





The vaccine DOES NOT 
contain ANY virus, so it 
cannot give you COVID-
19. It cannot change 
your DNA in any way. 

The vaccine is made of mRNA 
wrapped in a coating that 
makes delivery easy and keeps 
the body from damaging it.

The mRNA in the vaccine teaches 
your cells how to make copies of 
the spike protein. If you are 
exposed to the real virus later, 
your body will recognize it and 
know how to fight it off.

Messenger RNA, or mRNA, 
is genetic material that 
tells your body how to 
make proteins. 

After the mRNA delivers the 
instructions, your cells break it 
down and get rid of it.



Vector Vaccine: Janssen
• Single dose vaccine
• Stored at refrigerator temperatures
• This type of vaccine has been used in other vaccines that have been 

studied, including the Ebola vaccine 
• Common local and systemic side effects are similar to those seen with 

the Pfizer and Moderna vaccine
• This vaccine is safe and effective

• The rare clot-platelet event was evaluated and considered so rare as to warrant 
continued use of vaccine  



• On April 15, CDC and FDA recommended to pause use of J&J vaccine 
after identifying 6 cases of a very rare but severe syndrome of blood 
clots with low platelets out of the nearly 7 million J&J doses 
administered nationwide.

• After experts met to review safety data, CDC and FDA recommended 
that use of the Janssen COVID-19 Vaccine resume in the United States 
effective April 23, 2021. 

• However, women younger than 50 years old should be made aware of 
a rare risk of blood clots with low platelets following vaccination and 
the availability of other COVID-19 vaccines.

• This risk has not been seen in the mRNA vaccines (Pfizer and 
Moderna) 

Latest J&J Vaccine Updates as of 5/4/21

https://www.fda.gov/media/146305/download




The vaccine DOES NOT 
contain the virus that 
causes COVID-19 and 
cannot give you COVID-
19. It also cannot make 
you sick from the virus 
that is used as the 
vector. It cannot 
change your DNA in 
any way. 

A viral vector vaccine uses 
a harmless version of a 
different virus, called a 
“vector,” to deliver 
information to the body 
that helps it protect you.

The vaccine teaches your 
body how to make copies of 
the spike proteins. If you are 
exposed to the real virus 
later, your body will 
recognize it and know how 
to fight it off.



Available vaccines have been tested in appropriate populations 

Sources: https://www.pfizer.com/science/coronavirus/vaccine; https://www.modernatx.com/cove-study; 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/janssen.html
For more information, visit www.clinicaltrials.gov

Pfizer/BioNTech Moderna Janssen

Enrolled 
Participants

43,931 30,000 43,783

Racial/Ethnic
Distribution

Hispanic - 13%
African American – 10%
Asian – 6%
Native American - 1%

Hispanic - 20%
African American –
10%
Asian – 4%
White – 63%
All others - 3%

African American -
19.4% 
White - 58.7% were 
Hispanic - 45.3% 
Asian - 3.3% 
American 
Indian/Alaska Native  
- 9.5% 
Native Hawaiian or 
other Pacific 
Islander - 0.2% 
multiple racial 
groups-5.6%

Ages 45% ages 56-85 39% ages 45-64
25% ages 65+

66.5% 18–59 years
33.5% 60 years and 
older 

https://www.pfizer.com/science/coronavirus/vaccine
https://www.modernatx.com/cove-study
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines/janssen.html
http://www.clinicaltrials.gov/




All three COVID-19 vaccines are effective at 
preventing disease, and have very high 
efficacy at preventing severe disease, 

hospitalizations, and deaths.



How many doses do I need and when?
• It takes time for your body to build protection after any vaccination
• COVID-19 vaccines may not protect you until two weeks after your last shot

Moderna
2 doses 
28 days apart

Pfizer
2 doses 
21 days apart

Janssen
1 dose 



What are the expected side effects?
• You may have some side effects, which are normal signs that your body is building 

protection 

• These side effects should go away in a few days

• It is important to remember that mild fever for a short period is good and showing 
that the immune system is responding!

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.htmlhttps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html












Fact vs. Fiction
It can be difficult to know which sources of 
information you can trust. Learn more about 
finding credible vaccine information.

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/evalwebs.htm


Additional Resources



Additional Resources and Information
• CDC COVID-19 Vaccine https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html

• CDC Finding Credible Vaccine Information https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/evalwebs.htm

• NH DHHS Vaccine Information https://www.nh.gov/covid19/resources-guidance/vaccination-planning.htm

• Immunization Action Coalition https://www.immunize.org/covid-19/

• Language that Works to Improve Vaccine Acceptance -https://www.debeaumont.org/news/2020/new-poll-
reveals-effective-language-to-improve-covid-19-vaccine-acceptance/

• FDA facts sheets for recipients and care givers (translated versions available)
• https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/pfizer-biontech-

covid-19-vaccine
• https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/moderna-covid-

19-vaccine
• https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/janssen-covid-19-

vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vac-gen/evalwebs.htm
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/resources-guidance/vaccination-planning.htm
https://www.immunize.org/covid-19/
https://www.debeaumont.org/news/2020/new-poll-reveals-effective-language-to-improve-covid-19-vaccine-acceptance/
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/moderna-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/janssen-covid-19-vaccine


Thank you!
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