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Hover over bottom of Zoom screen to find “Q&A”
This is a public call, do NOT share confidential/sensitive information
Ask general questions, individual consultation should be directed to the Bureau of
Infectious Disease Control at 603-271-4496 (ask for a public health staff members)

Call Schedule after June
• Today is our last regularly scheduled School and
Childcare Partner Call for June
• No calls in July
• We will host another call in the 1st or 2nd week of
August (tentatively looking at Wednesday 8/11)
• We will continue to have our Thursday noon-time
partner calls (12:00-1:00 pm) every week (except no
call tomorrow, 6/17)

NH’s Community Transmission Metrics

Level of Community Transmission

Criteria

Minimal

Moderate

Substantial

Test Positivity
(7-day average)

<5%

5 – 10%

>10%

Rate of New Infections
(14-day total rate)

<50

50 – 100

>100

The community transmission level is
assigned based on the highest level
identified by either one of the criteria

Number of Daily New Cases

Number of New COVID-19 Cases per Day in NH

~40 cases
per day

Date

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash

% of Tests (Antigen and PCR) Positive for COVID-19
(7-Day Average)
16.4%

% of Specimens Positive

11.8%

5.5%

1.3%

Mar
Date Laboratory Test Completed
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash

Number of People Hospitalized with COVID-19

Number of People Hospitalized with COVID-19
Each Day in NH (Hospital Census)

Date
https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash

Statewide

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/dashboard/schools

Pandemic Transition Phase

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/planning-preparedness/global-planning-508.html

Pandemic Response Transition As Community
Transmission Decreases
• Transition from specific guidance to applying general principles:
– NH Universal Best Practices: https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/
– Available CDC guidance

• Fewer press conferences (de-escalate public messaging)
• De-escalate public health contact tracing and quarantine
• De-escalate use of mitigation measures (e.g., face mask use)

• National Guard fixed vaccination sites demobilizing end of June
• National Guard testing sites (Concord & Londonderry) going away
(Last day of testing is 6/19)
• There is still a need to continue to promote vaccination (especially
as vaccination opens to younger ages possibly by September)

Face Mask Use in School and
Childcare Settings

Multiple Factors Contribute to a Person’s Risk of
COVID-19
Level of
Community
Vaccination
Individual
Health
Factors

Setting
(e.g., indoors
vs. outdoors)

Level of
Community
Transmission

Risk of
COVID-19

Number of
people
present

Face Masks
(i.e., source
control &
PPE)

Proximity to
other people
Duraton of
contact with
other people

• Due to “substantial” levels of community transmission in May,
NH DPHS recommended that everybody, including fully
vaccinated people, continue to wear face masks and physically
distance when indoors in public settings, and around other
people who may not be fully vaccinated
• Our approach has been to implement mitigation measures at a
population level (based on population-level risk)
• This guidance also stated that we would re-evaluate face mask
use recommendations in June, which is now…
https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/covid19/documents/fully-vaccinated-guidance.pdf

De-Escalating Mitigation Measures
• As population immunity increases (from vaccination
and/or natural infection) and community transmission
decreases, the goal is to pull back on use of some of the
recommended community mitigation measures when
risk/benefit is in favor of doing so
• As community transmission decreases, the risk to
everybody is significantly lower so that even
unvaccinated people can begin to go without masks in
lower-risk settings (e.g., outdoors)

General Face Mask Recommendations for High-Risk
Settings (i.e., not school or child care specific)
• NH DPHS and CDC continue to recommend face mask
use for people who are not fully vaccinated in high-risk
unmonitored settings (e.g., crowded locations, indoors,
prolonged periods of exposure, unable to maintain
physical distancing from others)

Are K-12 Schools and Child Care Settings
Considered “High-Risk” with Classrooms of
Students/Children Who are Not Fully Vaccinated?
• No, we do not consider these high-risk settings
• Children are less likely to transmit COVID-19
• Schools and childcare are controlled and monitored settings
• We also haven’t seen high-levels of spread in school or child care
settings, including last summer when COVID-19 was low and face
masks weren’t universally used for children in child care
• Children who are 12 years of age and older should still be
encouraged to get vaccinated against COVID-19
• Schools and childcare settings can choose to safely de-escalate
use of some mitigation measures…

NH DPHS Face Mask Use Recommendations in
School and Childcare Settings
• We continue to recommend a multi-layered approach to
prevention of COVID-19 (as outlined in the NH Universal Best
Practices) – it’s not all about face masks
• As community transmission decreases, risk to individuals and
communities decreases… and while face mask use continues to
be an important mitigation measure (especially in high-risk
settings), any single mitigation measure has less impact on overall
pandemic control
• With low levels of community transmission, we want schools and
childcare agencies to be free to choose to remove face mask
requirements indoors (permissive recommendation), based on
your assessment of the local situation and risk/benefit of
continued mask use

NH DPHS Face Mask Use Recommendations in
School and Childcare Settings
• We suggest you can safely choose to remove face mask
requirements indoors (regardless of a person’s vaccination status)
• We do recommend you remove face mask requirements indoors
in situations where face mask use might pose a health risk (e.g.,
on hot/humid days in classrooms without climate control, where
children are uncomfortable and constantly touching their face or
having more difficulty breathing, where heat exhaustion or
dehydration might be an issue, etc.)
• We also recommend that schools and childcare agencies remove
face mask requirements in outdoor settings

Why Now the “Permissive” Recommendation?
Has The Risk to Unvaccinated Children Changed?
• We continue to base our recommendations for mitigation
measures on the level of community transmission
• Multiple factors contribute to a person’s risk – with low levels of
community transmission, the risk to unvaccinated persons is less
• The permissive recommendation is consistent with our move to
allow all businesses/organizations to apply general principles to
their specific situation and context as risk decreases
• If NH DPHS felt strongly that face masks were necessary, we
would recommend so… but the risk/benefit of face mask use is
shifting in favor of face masks coming off, especially in lower-risk
settings

NH DPHS Guidance Is Different than CDC’s
• NH DPHS continues to intentionally deviate from CDC’s
guidance
• CDC guidance on use of mitigation measures is largely
based on an individual’s vaccination status
– Based on the science of vaccine efficacy and effectiveness
– Difficult for businesses and organizations to implement
– Leads to potential unwanted segregation of populations

• NH DPHS continues to base our guidance on
population-level risk based on level of community
transmission
• For your awareness, here is CDC’s current guidance…

CDC’s Recommendations Based on
Vaccination Status
• CDC’s Guidance for Fully Vaccinated (updated May 13th): “Fully
vaccinated people can resume activities without wearing a mask
or physically distancing, except where required by federal, state,
local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules and regulations…”
• CDC continues to recommend that individuals who are
unvaccinated or who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask that
covers your nose and mouth, stay 6 feet apart from others who
don’t live with you, avoid crowds and poorly ventilated indoor
spaces, and get a COVID-19 vaccine

CDC’s Recommendations for K-12 Schools
and Child Care Agencies
• CDC’s K-12 School Recommendations: schools should continue to
use current COVID-19 prevention strategies for at least the
remainder of the 2020-21 school year, including:
– Universal and correct use of masks
– Physical distancing should be maximized

• CDC’s Child Care Guidance:
– Everyone 2 years and older should wear a mask when around people who
do not live in their household (except when eating or sleeping)
– Masks should be worn in addition to physical distancing
– Wearing a mask is especially important indoors and when physical
distancing is difficult to implement or maintain

Summary of NH DPHS Face Mask Recommendations
for School and Childcare Settings
• We recommend removing the requirement for face masks
outdoors
• Community transmission/risk is low enough that we suggest you
can safely choose to remove face mask requirements indoors as
well, and we would recommend doing so in situations where face
mask use might pose a health risk

• Individuals who are concerned for their health, or people who are
immunocompromised, can still choose to wear face masks (i.e.,
for individual protection)
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